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It became apparent that the English Admiralty were
doing all they could, at the very moment when matters
were coming to a head and the danger of hostilities being
resumed was imminent, to prevent any further news
from reaching me from Germany.    I had therefore to
reckon on the fact that the English Admiral might try
to surprise me at any moment, seize the ships, and
confiscate them.   It goes without saying that no steps
would be too drastic, whatever the consequences, to
make certain of sinking the ships, even though it had to
be delayed till the last minute.   I put my trust in my
captains, so that even though the enemy tried to take
us by surprise we should remain masters of the situation.
The second obstacle:  the state of mind of the ships'
companies made it seem improbable that they would be
won over to co-operate without exception in the sinking,
under the very muzzles of the English guns.   Certain
preliminary steps to prepare for the sinking were unavoid-
able, and it was to be feared that someone or other would
give away our intended operation to the English Admiral.
But even if the preparations could be got through without
the knowledge of the men, they might still try and
prevent it or even counter it under the influence of the
English gun-fire on the actual day.   The officers, in such
a case, would not have been able to cany through their
intentions due to their loss of authority and because they
had been deprived of their arms.
This obstacle could only be disposed of by reducing
the strength of the crews. At that time the reduction of
the men could not even be considered as it might have
been a stab in the back for the German Government
which might then be engaged in the negotiations for the
return of the ships. The reduction would have been
construed in English circles as showing that the idea of